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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VERMONT. 


Bolton, April 23, 1832. 


Dear Brotuer,—It appears from the Meth- 
odist Protestant, that but little is heard from us 
in this northern region. As has been the case, 
so it is yet, we have much persecution; but this 
only causes us to cleave the closer to our prin- 
ciples, as a branch of the Christian church, and 
to labour the more fervently to follow the spirit 
of the Lord. 

Our success, though small, is gradual, and 
the light and influence of mutual rights are fast 
spreading over these climes, where despotism 
has long held an undisturbed reign. Many have 
been my peculiar trials, but, trusting in the 
Lord, I have gone forth sowing the seed of the 
kingdom, and, blessed be the Lord, I have 
gathered for my harvest nearly 30 members 
within six months. Our discipline, in the gen- 
eral, is well received and highly approved of by 
all, save our Methodist Episcopal brethren. 

Yours, &c. JONES. 


For the Methodist Protestan}. 
VIRGINIA. 
Abingdon, Va. April 26th, 1832. 

Dear Brotuer,—According to promise, 
shall now give you, for the benefit of the mem- 
bers and friends of our church, a few items of 
reform and religious intelligence; presuming it 
will be acceptable tothem. After leaving Lynch- 
burg, I arrived on the 14th ult. at Christians- 
burg, Montgomery Co. Having sent onan ap- 
pointment for that place, I was invited by the 
Presbyterian minister, bro. Wallace, and the of- 
ficial members of his church, to occupy their 
house of worship; which I accordingly did. I 
continued there for several days, during which 
time, bro. Comann, one of our Conference Mis- 
sionaries arrived. We remained there until 
Tuesday, the 20th. On Sabbath, at 3 o’clock, 
bro. Comann contrasted the governments of the 
Methodist Episcopal and the Methodist Pro- 
testant churches; after which he organized a 
small class, which bids fair to prosper in grace 
and numbers. From thence I proceeded to 
Evensham, (Wythe C. H.) where | held'a very 
profitable two days’ meeting. After giving pub- 
lic notice, I compared the government of the old 
with that of the new church, in the Court House 
on Sabbath, at 3 o’clock, in the presence of a 
large and respectable assemblage of citizens, 
_ and some from the country. Public sentiment, 
at each of those places, is; with few exceptions, 
certainly in our favor, I have appointed an 
other two days’ meeting at the latter place, com- 
mencing next week; at which time I expect to 
organize a society. 

On my arrival here, I found among the mem- 
bers of our church, generally, an agreeable state 
of feeling, and a fixed determination of mind 
to serve their Heavenly Father in this world, 
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that they might enjoy his smiles in that which 
is to come. 

Our first quarterly meeting for this Confer- 
ence year, closed on the 9th inst. In addition 
to the members of the Presbyterian Church, a 
number of E. Methodists surrounded the table 
with us, and partook of the emblems of the 
broken body and shed blood of our common 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. It wag a time 
long to be remembered by those present. Dur- 
ing the exercises, an unusual degree of solemni- 
ty prevailed throughout the assembly; and I 
humbly hope that impressions were received on 
that occasion which will terminate in the con- 
version and eternal salvation of precious blood- 
bought sinners. 

_ On the Saturday night of the two days’ meeting 
of the E. Methodists of this place, (which took 
place the week after ours,) the stationed preach- 
er gave his ‘reasons why he could not fellow- 
ship with the Reformers,” and, after disclaim- 
ing all connection with us,concluded by remark- 
ing that, “if we could come and commune with’”’ 
them, ‘under existing circumstances,” we ‘might!’ 
Were you, my brother, fully acquainted with 
the circumstances that, in truth, gave rise to this 
step, on the part of my Rev. opponent,it would 
doubtless excite within you a smile. Perhaps 
more on this subject at a future period. 

Since my return from Conference, seven per- 
sons have joined our church; two of whom were 
from the old church. We expect in a short 
time to receive additional accessions. 

Being first called, in the providence of God, 
to lead the devotions of our brethren here, as 
might be supposed, I have watched, with pecu- 
liar solicitude, over the interests of this branch 
of our church; and the conclusion which I have 
drawn, is; that we have great cause of thankful- 
ness to God for our prosperity, since our organ- 
ization. For instance, when I left this place 
for Conference, about twelve months ago, pain- 
ful as the reflection was, I left the members of 
our church without a single individual to admin- 
ister them the word of Jife; when I started to 
Conference in Feb. last, in addition to an un- 
expected increase in number, the Lord was 
pleased to thrust out two young brethren, of 
quite promising talents, into his vineyard; one 
of whom, entered the itinerancy at Conference, 
and the other took charge of my congregation 
during my absence, and preached with accepta- 
bility and satisfaction. 

We have other official memberg, also, who 
possess the ability, and who, with experience, 
will aid much in establishing our church in this 
section of country, and in upbuilding the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. Oh that the Lord may cause 
them rightly to estimate their high calling, and 


may, in all things, ‘study to shew themselves 
approved unto God, workmen that need not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth!” 
Our congregations are increasing in size, &c. 
a number, who do not profess religion at all, 


seem to feel a deep interest, and are actively 


engaged in promoting the cause of religious li- 
berty, as contended for by us. , 

We have commenced forming a mission, em- 
bracing parts of this, (Washington,) and the 
adjoining counties, which will be under the su- 
perintendance of bro. F. L. B. Shaver, assisted 
by others. | 

In view of the prospects before us and the 
triumphs that await the proper dissemination of 
our principles, I cheerfully respond to the sen- 
timents advanced by our ‘Luther’ of N. C. viz. 
that our ‘missionaries should now be on the 
high-ways of the nation,’’ fearlessly, yet pru- 
dently, presenting to the understandings of the 
citizens of this Republic, a subject so closely 
allied to the religion of Jesus; affecting, as it 
does, their happiness,and the well-being of those 
who shall succeed them; I mean, RELIGIOUS LI- 
perTY! Your fellow labourer in the cause of 
Christ, &c. Lewis F, Cossy. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Harrison county, Va. April 6, 1832. 


Dear Brotner,—We are much pleased in 
receiving in the Methodist Protestant the cheer- 
ing religious intelligence it furnishes. It is trul 
gratifying to hear of revivals of religion:—all 

Yhristians should delight in it. e learn, 
through the medium of our paper, how our cause 
prospers throughout the union; and not only 
our prosperity as a church, but also of revivals 
in other churches; which is quite pleasing to 
many of our brethren, inasmuch as it indicates 
a spirit of Chistian liberality. We should al- 
ways delight to hear of the conversion of sin- 


mers—of religion taking deep root in the hearts 
of men,—let the work be done where it may, — 


and in whatever denomination. 

Our circuit is in a flourishing condition at 
present. The Lord has made bare his arm in 
the conversion of sinners, who were not asham- 
ed to give testimony of the pardoning mercy of 
God. The brethren of our societies, generally, 
are sincerely engaged in endeavouring to pull 
down the strong holds of Satan, and in living 
more godly in Christ. We hape to see better 
times ere long. We have indications of a more 
general outpouring of the Holy Spirit. May 
the Lord hasten it! Our increase since last 
October is something like one hundred. 

Yours, &c. DanieL GIBBONS. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Georgetown, May 2, 1832. 


Dear Brotuer,—Since I last wrote, my cir- | 


cuit has widened. I have had many calls to 
preach at new appointments; and can say, we 
are on the increase. Several have joined lately; 
this the men of power do not like; and, in con- 
sequence, they have closed the meeting houses 
against me—but it will all be in. vain—we shall 
prosper, even in the midst of our enemies. 
Yours, &c. 
Joun A. 
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For the Methodist Protestant . 


Elberton, April, 1832. 
Dear Brotrner,—Our little Zion has 
firm; our Churches are increasing; the cause; 
Protestant Methodism is beginning to be u der 
stood, and as the knowledge and understandin 
of spiritual or divine oor increase, 80 wi 
the cause of our Lord and Master be strength- 
éned. Our een are not wanting in ener- 


gy, they are @e to the work in the great cause 
of man’s salvdtion. We have large congrega- 
tions, and lively meetings; but we want that 
which is wanting almost every were, more heart- 
felt religion. 

As to Reform, and Reformers, we are travel- 
ling on smoothly; doing better than we have 
heretofore done, and better than we could have 
expected, under all circumstances, in so short a 
lapse of time. The people are beginning to 
read our books and paper with some interest.— 
Our old-side brethren have become almost dumb 
upon the subject of reform. About three weeks 

I was at one of their meetings, and request- 
the preacher to give out some appointments 
for me; he kindly invited me into the pulpit with 
him, (for the first time since I left them,) and 
requested me to give them out myself, and close 
the meeting, for which manifestation of kind- 
ness I felt much gratified, as it displayed a chris- 
tian principle. The reason why Tmention this, 
isto inform you that there is not so violent an 
opposition to Reform now, as there was at its 
commencement, when I informed you that they 
had not only treated me and the whole subject of 
reform with disrespect, but that my funeral was 
preached, and many other things, which seemed 
to be intended to prostrate or destroy the very 
nature or character of Reform upon its first ap- 
pearance. I am inclined to think that many of 
those of the old church are becoming more re- 
conciled, but there is yet a powerful opposition,— 
and I will relate to you a circumstance which 
happened a short time since:—A Methodist E. 
preacher came to my house, and appeared to be 
in avery good humor, and we conversed freely 
upon various subjects; at length we touched up- 
- onthe subject of Reform and Reformers, he 
raised no objection in any shape whatever to our 
discipline, only that he thought that there was 
too much voting in it! 

I must close by saying that if Reformers live 
humble, and pray much, and do as we are com- 
manded, ‘‘to watch as well as pray,” the time is 
not far distant, when Reform will not only be 
highly respected in these United States, but will 
be the brightest luminary in the christian world. 

I remain, dear brother, yours, 


Ernet Tucker, Senr. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Bradley’s Store, May 11, 1832. 
Dear Brotuer,—Our religious prospects in 
the bounds of this circuit are good. Some eight 
or ten have joined us since conference; and some 
sinners have been happily converted to God.— 
Bro. Wm. Jones ko myself held a two days’ 
meeting on Saturday and Sunday last, in this 
county; at which sinners were awakened and 
one sou! hopefully converted to God. Yester- 
day we formed a small class at Moody’s church, 

and expect further accessions. — Yours, &c. 
B. G. Buncess. 


GEORGIA. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


BOOLESIASTIGCAL. 


| 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

STRICTURES ON THE OPINION OF THE MARY- 
LAND ANNUAL CONFERENCE, THAT ITINERANT 
MINISTERS ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE QUAR- 
TERLY CONFERENCES. 


Mr. Editor,—By the Minutes of the late An- 
nual Conference of the Maryland District, 1t 
is the published ‘‘opinion’’ of that conference, 
“that the Itinerant ministers and preachers are not 
members of the Quarterly Conferences.”’ ; 

The annual conference, certainly, had a right 
to form and express an opinion on any subject, 
in which the interest of the church is involved; 
and so have the quarterly conferences, and also 
any individual minister or member of the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church. The annual confer- 
ence of this district has published its opinion; 
and the itinerant ministers and preachers appear 
determined, with a few exceptions, to act upon 
that opinion, and not take their seats, as hereto- 
fore, in the quarterly conferences. We hope 
the quarterly conferences will express tbeir 
opinions on this subject; and that the delegates 
to be chosen as the representatives of the cir- 
cuits and stations in the next annual confer- 
ence, will be fully instructed on this important 
particular. In the mean time we wish to avail 
ourselves of the medium of your excellent pa- 
per to shew our humble “opinion.” The lead- 
ing itinerant ministers of the conference were 
influenced by some motive to bring forward and 
obtain the passage of the resolution alluded to 
above; we also are influenced by a motive which 
urges us to shew our opinion, and we trust it is 
a good. one; and, therefore, we take the pri- 
vilege of offering our thoughts on this important 
subject. 

he sixth article of the Constitution, in pre- 
scribing the composition of the quarterly con- 
ferences, reads; ‘‘There shall be four quarterly 
conferences in each circuit and station, in every 
conference year; to be composed of all the min- 
isters, preachers, exhorters, stewards, and lead- 
ers, and trustees, in full membership, belonging 
to the circuit or station.”” The obvious design 
of this composition was, that all the official 
members of the circuit or station should be 
convened four times in the year, for the purpose 
of discharging a variety of important duties, on 
the faithful performance of which, the very ex- 
istence of our church depends; duties that can- 
not be properly discharged if the stationed and 
unstationed ministers and preachers be not pre- 
sent. The convention was deeply sensible of 
the necessity of their presence; therefore, that 
body made all-the ministers and preachers mem- 
bers of the quarterly conference, as well as the 
stewards, leaders, and trustees. 

The propriety and necessity of thus assem- 
bling all the official members periodically in 
i hn will be obvious to every one, who 
makes himself acquainted with the duties of the 
quarterly canferences. Some of these duties, 
however, could be as well performed in the ab- 
sence of the,ministers and preachers. Of this 
description are, hearing and deciding on ap- 
peals of the members from the decisions of 
committees of trial; the recommending minis- 
ters and preachers to the annual conference, 
to travel and for ordination; and to admit minis- 
ters and preachers coming from any associated 
church, not within the limits of the _fircuit. 
But the following duties necessarily require the 


“What makes a happy life? Knowing that we 
can smile upon death. 


| mg of the ministers and preachers. 1 


— 


the renewing those licenses. The judgment of the 
ministers and preachers in all cases of granting 
license to preach, is of vital impogtance.— 
Preachers are the best judges of preaching ta- 
lents, and of the necessary acquirements in the 
candidates. 2. Another important duty confid- 
ed to the quarterly conferences, and which will 
require the presence of all the ministers and 
preachers, stationed and unstationed, is, that, 
‘the quarterly conference shall designate the 
times and places for preaching, in the circuit or 
station, and every new preaching place shall be 
reported to the ensuing quarterly conference, 
and if approved of by that body, shall be enter- 
ed on the list of appointments; and no appoint- 
ment on a circuit shall be discontinued, with- 
out the approbation of the quarterly confer- 
ence.” Dis. page 42, Quar. Con. Sec. 4. 
Now, we ask, how could the duties of this 
section be properly performed, if the ministers 
and preachers be not present, particularly the 
itinerant brethren? For it is from these, that 
the conferences are to receive information of 
new preaching places, and of the possibility of 
filling them; and, also, of the propriety of dis- 
continuing any appointment on the list; and it 
is to this conference, that they are to account 
for dropping appointments placed on the list. 
3. Again, ‘the quarterly conference of each 
circuit and station shall keep a register, in which 
shall be entered the names of all the males in 
full membership, over the age of twenty-one 
years, and the baptisms and marriages.” Sec.5. 
And it is made the duty of the superintendent, 
‘to keep an exact record of all the members 
belonging to his station or circuit, and of the 
baptisms and marriages, and report the same to 
the quarterly conference.”’ page 51. Duties of 
e ask, again, how can the duties here pre-. 
scribed, be properly performed if the ministers 
and preachers be not present? How shall the 
quarterly conference be able to make out its 
register of the males in full membership, over 
the age of twenty-one, if the superintendent, 
who alone has the information, and whose 
duty it is to make such report, be not pre- 
sent? And what could the conference know of 


the baptisms and marriages, if the preachers 


were absent? The framers of our constitution 
and discipline designed, that every minister and 
preacher, belonging to the station or circuit, 
stationed and unstationed, should occupy a seat 
in the quarterly conferences, and participate in 
the business of those bodies. The duties which 
they have prescribed, and the explicit language 
they have used in article six for the composi- 
tion of the quarterly conference, are too plain 
to be misunderstood. 

In addition to the above cited duties, the quar- 
terly conferences are vested with power to inves- 
tigate the official conduct of all their members, 
and to admonish and reprove, as occasion may 
require, in cases where official members have 
been delinquent in the discharge of duties. It 
is, therefore, highly proper that every official 
member should be present, to hear and reply to 
any observations made on his neglect of duty, 
particularly the itinerant ministers and preachers 
who belong to the circuit or station, as the duties 
for which they are accountable to the quarterly 
conference are more numerous than those of 
the unstationed ministers, or any other official 
member. It may not be amiss here to enumer- 
ate those duties, for the faithful discharge of 
which the itinerant ministers and preachers are, 
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conference. The itinerant brethren are ace 
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as that body 
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quarterly conference, so far 
the direction of their labours, 
and for the discharge of those specified duties, 
the constitution and discipline direct them to per- 
form to the conference. For instance—l. They 
are accountable to that body for their attend- 
ance on its sessions as members thereof. 2. For 
their punctually preaching at the times and 
places prescribed by the conference. 3. For 
discontinuing appointments regularly entered 
on the list. 4. For a correct report of the 
number of male members over the age of twen- 
ty-one, and the baptisms, and the marriages they 
may have celebrated during the quarter. 5. For 
giving due notice of the time and place for the 
sitting of the quarterly conference. For all 
other official duties, imposed on them by the 
discipline, they are accountable only to the An- 
nual Conference of the district. We are aware 
that the discipline has not expressly distinguish- 
ed between duties for which the itinerant min- 
isters and preachers are accountable to the 
respective conferences. It was not to be ex- 
pected of the convention that every particular 
should be foreseen and provided for; practice 
must and will suggest many necessary things, 
all of which may be supplied by the approach- 
ing General Conference, so far as that body will 
have constitutional power. In the mean time, 
common sense will, in this case, supply the 
place of positive discrimination, and we think 
the dictates of common sense, do say, that the 
itinerant preachers are accountable to the quar- 
terly conference so far as that body has the di- 
rection of their labours, and for the discharge of 
those duties the constitution and disciple direct 
them to perform, to the conference. Itis hoped 
that no itinerant minister, or preacher, will be 
unwilling to account to the quarterly confer- 
ence for the faithful discharge of those duties.. 
The late Maryland Annual Conference has 
declared by resolution, ‘‘that the itinerant min- 
isters and preachers are not members of the 
quarterly conferences.”” We are informed, 
that this ‘‘opinion”’ was founded on another, 
namely, that ‘‘the itinerant ministers and preach- 
ers do not belong to any circuit or station, within 
the bounds of the district; and, therefore, they 
are not included among the ministers and 
preachers named in the sixth article, as mem- 
bers of the quarterly conference. Here we 
would ask: If the itinerant ministers and preach- 
ers do not belong to the circuits and stations, 
where do they belong? Do they say, to the an- 
nual conference. We reply—the annual con- 
ference has no existence except for a few days 
in the whole year. The annual conference is 
nothing more than an assembly of the repre- 
sentatives of the churches within the district, 
for the purpose of transacting such church busi- 
ness, as is prescribed by the constitution and 
discipline. The day on which that body closes 
its sessions it ceases to exist. To what then 
do they belong?” Do they say, to the Itinerancy. 
We ask, what is the Itinerangy? According to 
the views, and expressions of the Methodist 
Episcopal ministers, ‘the Itinerancy is a body 
of travelling ministers,” who have associated 
for the purpose of preaching, when, where, and 
how they please. ‘A body of Elders” who are 
completely inde pendent of the Methodist peo- 
ple—who make il the laws for the government 
of themselves, aid the Methodist community— 
who, directly, of indirectly, appoint all the 


countable to 


church officers— zho hold and use all the church 


property, and whodeclare themselves to be, ‘‘the 
divinely authorized expounders of gospel doc- 
trines, ordinances, and moral discipline.”’ This 


on 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


body of elders is called, by Episcopal Metho- 
‘dists; ‘The Itinerancy.”’ ‘The Travelling Con- 
nexion.” And is viewed by them as distinct 
from, and unconnected with, the local ministers, 
and as holding no relation to the members or 
Methodist people, except that of irresponsible 
pastors, placed over them by Almighty God, with 
full powers, to govern themselves and the Meth- 
odist community, in accordance with their own 
views of propriety. These itinerants certainly 
do not belong to any circuit, station, or people; 
bat the circuits, stations, churches, people, and 
local preachers, all belong to them; and conse- 
quently, they are accountable to none but to 
their own body, for their moral and official 
conduct. 

But is the Itinerancy of the Methodist Pro- 
testant church like this? No. And God forbid 
it ever should be. There is no more resem- 
blance between the powers and relations of 


tween a body of irresponsible lords over God’s 
heritage, and a company of responsible ministers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, who are accountable 
to the churches for every part of their moral 
and official conduct. But can our Itinerancy 
be viewed as ‘“‘a body of travelling preachers,” 
or a “travelling connexion?’ Can the term, 
with havatermg applied to that portion of our 
preachers who itinerate? Is not the itinerancy, 
properly, that system of change or itinerant 
operations, adopted by the representatives of 
the churches in convention assembled? Does, 
therefore, the simple fact of afew of our minis- 
ters and preachers consenting to itinerate for a 
few years, or even for life, so detach them from 
their breturen in the ministry, who are not pre- 
pared to itinerate, but who, nevertheless, labour 
in the word and doctrine, and so alienate them 
from all the churches, as to make them belong 
to no circuit or station, within the bounds of 
the district? We think not. 

We are decidedly of the opinion, that every 
itinerant minister and preacher, properly, de- 
longs to the station, or circuit, to which he has 
been appointed by the annual conference, and 
is, therefore, a member of the quarterly con- 
ference. We are further of the opinion, that 
every itinerant minister, who has a seat in the 
annual conference, properly belongs to the 
ciruit, or station, in which he laboured, or re- 
sided, during the past year, until the annual 
conference shall have gong through its business, 
and adjourned, sine die. If this be not the fact, 
then are the itinerant ministers not representa- 
tives from the circuits and stations, in which 
they have laboured during the past year; but 
the constitution views them as joint representa- 
tives with the delegates. The only difference 
between the two classes of representatives, 13, 
that the one goes up in virtue of office, as itiner- 
ant ministers, and the other class, is selected by 
the churches, from the unstationed ministers and 
members. The first class is nevertheless as 
much the representatives of the church as is the 
second; and, therefore, belongs to the respective 
circuits and stations, in which they have labour- 
ed, or resided, during the past year, equally so 
with the selected delegates. If we admit any 
other view. we immediately approximate toward 
the Methodist Episcopal Itinerancy, and pave 
the way to a house of irresponsible lords over 
God’s heritage, who belong only to themselves, 

It is said in the eleventh article of the consti- 
tution, under the head ‘‘Ministers,” that the 
superintendent, and his assistant minister, shall 
be answerable to the annual conference for 


their official conduct; and that all others, be- 


those two bodies of itinerants, than there is be- 


ging to the circuit or station, shall be ac- 
untable to the quarterly conference. Bat it 
is not there said, that neither thé: superintend- 
ent, nor his assistant, shall be subject fo exami- 
nation, in relation to any duties they até legally © 
directed to perform by the quarterly conference. 
We admit at once, that they ategamenable to 
the annual conference for the faithful discharge 
of all their duties as itinerant ministers; but a8 
they are ‘ministers and preachers belonging to 
the circuit or station,” they are members of the 
quarterly conference, and accountable, by the 
sixth article of the constitution, to that body, in 
the first instance, for the discharge of those sér- 
vices and duties we have already named. But, 
it is said, the third particular ander the head of 
ministers, in the eleventh article, makes a dis- 
tinction between the stationed ministers and 
preachers, and the unstationed ministers and 
preachers, by recognizing the latter as ‘‘belong- 
ing to a circuit or station,” and the former as 
‘itinerant.’ It will be clear to every one, who 
reads the section alluded to, that the phraseolo- 
gy; “belonging to a circuit or station,’ was not 
put down by the convention, as a general sign 
of distinction between itinerant and unstationed 
ministers and preachers, for they have made use 
of that very phraseology in another part of the 
book, where they obviously include under these 
terms, all the ministers, stationed and unstation- 
ed, in the circuit; which we will presently+cite. 
The section in the eleventh article, was design- 
ed to make every unstationed minister and 
preacher accountable to the quarterly confer- 
ence, for the amount of such ministerial or pas- 
toral service as he might engage to perform, 
under the direction of that body; and to release 
those men from all responsibility to the annual 
conference, which they were laid under by the 
conventional articles. 

The passage we promised to cite may be found 
on page 36, under the head, ‘Trial of minis- 
ters,” &c. and reads thus; ‘‘Where a charge of 
immorality, or any other offence, recognized by 
the thirteenth article of the constitution, is pre- 
ferred against a minister or preacher, the super- 
intendent, or, in his absence, any other minister, 
belonging to the circuit or station, whom he ma 
select, alter duly notifying the person accused, 
shall appoint a committee,” &c. Nothing can 
be more clear, than that in this section the con- 
vention viewed all the ministers, stationed and 
unstationed, in the respective circuits and sta- 
tions, as belonging to the circuit, or station, in 
which they reside or labour; and, that the con- 
vention did here design to give the superintend- 
ent the privilege of selecting from the min- 
isters in the station or circuit, sucha one as he 
might believe most competent’ to perform the 
executive duties of the trial, while he himself 
might be in some other part of the circuit. 
This latitude of choice is highly proper, because 
the assistant, though a deacon or an elder, 
might not be the most suitable person to per- 
form the executive duties of the trial. But, on 
the other hand, the assistant minister might be 
the most suitable one in all the circuit, of ac- 
count of his experience and discretion; yet, ac- 
cording to the notion of our itinerant brethren, 
the superintendent cannot appoint his assistant 
to act as the executive officer, because’ (strange 
to tell,) ‘the does not belong to the circuit,’’ and 
that none belong to the circuit, but the unsta- 
tioned ministers! | | 

We really are sorry that the annual confer-. 
ence passed the resolution; because it will not 
only deprive the quarterly conferences of the 
services of the itinerant brethren, and keep 
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them away from those bodies, but it will 4 
such of them as do attend look ridiculous. rT 
instance, the a ge and his assistant at- 
tend the quarterly meeting, and when the officia; 
members go into quarterly conference, if they 


enter the room with them, they can only take 
their seats slgpectatons and can neither act as 
chairmen, if Thvited, nor take part in the delib- 


erations and business of the body, because they 
do not “belong to the circuit, and are, there- 
fore, not members of the quarterly confer- 
ences,” according to their own logic. 

In stations we can do the greater part of the 
quarterly conference business, without the pre- 
sence of the superintendent, or his assistant, 
but the circuits must suffer, if the itinerant 
brethren absent themselves from the quarterly 
conferences. If those brethren are afraid of ac- 
quiring too great an influence with the official 
members, by being repeatedly called to preside, 
let them, occasionally, decline the dangerous 
seat in favor of some of the aged unstationed 
ministers, or the gray haired lay-veterans, many 
of whom are found in almost all our quarterly 
conferences. We hope the delegates to the 
next annual conference will be fully instructed 
on this subject, and use their best. endeavours 
to have the opinion of the late annual con- 
ference reversed. Amicus. 


THE HERMIT OF THE PRAIRIE AND EUGENIO, 
An Occidental Tale. 
(NO. III.) 


It is acommon mistake to refer sentiments of 
self-displacency, almost exclusively, to educa- 
tion; but there are few persons, who have not 
been artificially depraved, or spoiled by factitious 
excitements, who can remember the time when 
they did not occasionally feel dissatisfied with 
themselves. It is only by becoming precocious- 
ly vicious, that the youth of either sex become 
incapable of feeling the blush of shame. You, 
I take it,are suffering the anguish of repentance, 
and the defect of your repentance is (to use the 
words of scripture) that it is not towards God; 
and the cause is to be sought for in your ignor- 
ance of God. The feeling itself, which consti- 
tutes the germ of repentance, is often strong, 
while knowledge is still imperfect. The ge- 
nius of your father, I presume, fitted him, in an 
eminent degree, for domestic government. If 
he had understood christianity he probably wauld 
have loved it; and under his judicious tuition, you 
might not have been able to recollect the time 
when you were ignorant of its first principles. 
As the case now is, you have every thing yet to 
learn; and it seems as if your dissatisfaction 
with yourself, with the world, and its pleasures, 
will contribute to prepare you to receive the 
kingdom of heaven, (or religion,) and to enter 
~ jnto it as a little child. Though you are afraid 
of religion, and of religious people, this feeling 
too is common to most persons, who first come 
under religious impressions. It is customary to 
refer) these incipient emotions to preventing 
grace. Here the Hermit paused, and the heart 
of Eugenio began to dilate with some excitement 
of hope. While dinner was preparing, he ru- 
minated upon what he had heard, and he won- 
dered at that insight into human nature, which 
would so faithfully portray its inward feelings, 
and take a retrospect of unknown persons from 
such imperfect data. The eyes of his under- 
standing had caught a glimpse of heavenly light. 
What had been said about repentance, and 
shame, sunk deep into his own image, and he 


_ sighed a wish, O! that I knew God, that I might 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


repent towardsthim. The interval seemed long, 
and Eugenio, for the first time, solicited reli- 
we instruction. Father, said he, | am afraid 

shall become a trespasser upon your time and 
patience, but I am now as impatient of your 81- 
lence, as I was alarmed lest you might introduce 
religious conversation. 

As I shall be almost continually under the 
necessity of speaking of man, or of what is in 
man,said the Hermit, I must proceed upon some 
theory. Though a theory may be inconsistent 
with truth, yet without a theory, we cannot be 
consistent with ourselves. I assume, then, 
that life and sensation are not identical, or in- 
separable. ‘The five senses, so called, or rath- 
er the five-fold sense, viz. seeing, hearing, tast- 
ing, smelling, touching, may be suspended, and 
yet there may be life. I asssume, 2. that the 
means which sustain life, and that produce sen- 
sation, are not always the same, or that stimu- 
lants may not only be separated from nourishers, 
but exhaust, or destroy life itself. Life, then, 
though it supplies sensibility, or excitability, is 
not feeling itself. Healthy digestion is not a 
sensible process. All feeling has a tendency to 
exhaust the power of feeling; and it seems to be 
a general rule, that pleasurable feelings exhaust 
the power of feeling, or the sensibility, faster 
than the painful ones, as the former become 
voluntary, and the will resiststhe latter. I make 
a distinction, 3. between the thoughts and the 
feelings, or between the intellectual and sensible 
faculties; but consider the brain, the thinking 
faculty or organ, and the nerves, the faculties or 
organs of feeling, as composing one system 
without any separation of the parts. In draw- 
ings, you know, the brain and nerves bear some 
resemblance to the roots, trunk and branches of 
atree. I have been thus particular in these 
physical statements to prepare the way for the 
inquiry respecting the extent of the sensitive 
system. Is it limited to the five senses? Is it 
confined, exclusively, in its operations to the 
properties, or qualities, of matter. The ques- 
tion of conscience is involved in this inquiry.— 
If there be no internal sense by which we can 
feel good and evil, or right and wrong, subjects 
upon which we can certainly think, it will fol- 
low, that we have no conscience. These nerves 
of ours can perform five different operations 
upon matter, which is external to us; they can 
feel the vibrations of the air, in the form of 
sounds, they can feel the odours of bodies, and 
qualities of bodies, which remain in them, as 
well as the consistency of bodies themselves, 
and many of their changes. Why then, may 
not some of the nerves within us have been so 
constituted as to feel the subjects of our thoughts? 
Is the connection between thoughts and any of 
the senses more intimate than it is between the 
thought and any of the nerves within us? Surely 
not, if the thinking orgyn in the brain, and the 
feeling organ in the heart belong, as anatomy 
shews, to the same connected and apparently 
homegoneous system. When we have seen a 
person do five distinct acts,shall it seem incredi- 
ble to us, that he can doa sixth act distinct from 
them all? We know, that there is no lack of 
nerves in, or about, the heart, and that they are 
connected with the brain, and with the whole 
hervoussystem; and we know also, that we 
have certain sets or classes of feeling confined to 
that region, and evidently distinct from any of 
the feelings of our external senses. 

Self knowledge,it seems to me,my dear young 
friend, can never be reduced to a science, while 
the organization of the body is neglected, or 
excluded. Fora long time the positions of the 


schools, were, 1. There are but five senses; 2. 
there is nothing in the mind, that was not first 
in the senses; that is, we can think of nothing 


that we do not see, or hear, or taste, or smell, 
or touch. The tendency of this view of the 


nature of man to Pantheism, or idolatry, or to 
Atheism, is evident. God, said the Pantheists, 
is in every thing, and every thing isGod. How 
did they prove this? The proof was assumed in 
the position, that there is nothing in the mind 
that was not in the senses. But the Atheist 
contended, that the universe is not God, and 
that nothing but the universe is in our senses, 
and therefore there is no God. Now, the know- 
ledge, or assumption, upon hypothesis, of a 
sixth sense, asense within us, a moral sense, as 
some speak, might have led to a change in the 
belief of mankind. Give us six senses, and let 
the old dogma remain, and it can only re- 
main so modified, as to give rise to a compara- 
tively harmless dispute about the precedence in 
the order of time respecting mind and feeling, 
concerning morality, or religion. If it should 
still be contended, that there is nothing in the 
mind that was not first in the senses, the conse- 
quence would be, that we feel morality before 
we think it. But our theory, or rather the de- 
monstrations of anatomy, neutralizes, in a great 
measure, this dispute. The mere question of 
precedence almost ceases to be a practical ques- 
tion, when the theory of stimulants, or ex- 
citors, is assumed in conjunction with that of the 
physical resemblance in the nature of the brain 
and the nerves. The organ of thought itself 
may be conceived to be not only stimulated by 
the same cause which stimulates the organ of 
feeling,but be stimulated by the feeling itself. So 
also the same cause that stimulates the organ of 
thought may stimulate the organ of sensation, 
and thought may stimulate the sensitive organ. 
The complex and seemingly contradictory oper- 
ations of our thoughts and feelings render it 
next to impossible to acquire self-knowledge by 
mere observation. But, upon our theory, al- 
most all the harmony and discord of mind and 
feeling may be reduced to system. Let it be 
conceived that the brain, the eye, the ear, the 


heart, were as diverse in their nature, and as | 


distinct as the bones, the muscles, and the skin, 
how inexplicable would be the operation of 
thought and feeling. But, let us hear the anato- 
mist. ‘On minute examination, says he, white 
filaments, or ropes, are’ observed entering, not 
only the several muscles, but all the different 
organs of the body; and, when traced to their 
origin, they are found to terminate in the brain, 
or, its production, the spinal marrow. These 
filaments, which are called nerves, besides be- 
ing necessary in all the different functions of 
the system, have been found by observation and 
experiment, to be organs of sense, motion, and 
feeling. Many of them are subject to the will, 
so that the animal can regulate a vanity of its 
motions of pleasure. They derive their energy 
from the vital power; but whether immediately, 
or through the medium of some other substanc- 
es, anatomists have not been able to discover. 
They separate into numerous filaments, or sort 
of net work, which is known by the name of 
plexus. Forty trunks issue from the head and 
spine, but these trunks with taeir ganglia and 
plexus, their branches and parts, which have 
been distinguished by names, amount to more 
than a hundred.” 

We may lay it down, thet, as a rule, that 
wherever there is feeling, tere is nerve, and 


wherever there is nerve, it my be traced to the 
brain. But there is feeling in the heart, ar 


a * 
| 
\} 
| | 
J 
2) 
4 
‘ 
| 
i 
| 
4 
A 
‘ 
q 


breast—feeling of pleasure and. pain, of love]: 


and hatred, of hope and fear, and of joy and 
sorrow, of a purely moral, or religious kind in 
the heart or breast; we cannot, therefore, err in 
the conclusion, that an organ of feeling is there 
connected with the brain, or organ of thought. 
This inward, organ of moral feeling, like the 
external organs, feels not, necessarily, because 
it lives, but may live without feeling, as in sleep 
and othercircumstances. The feeling,or sense, 
of guilt, commonly called a guilty conscience, 
is real, and within us. Thie feeling, or the pow- 
er of feeling, whatever may be thought of the 
cause that excites it, is neither factitious, nor 
imaginary. Is it not as disingenuous to argue 
against the existence of this sense because it 
may be abused, or perverted, as it would be to 
argue against the sense of touch, or any other 
sense, for the same reason? A man cannot see 
wrong, who cannot see atall. Now, the feel- 
ing of guilt is always a painfulone. No man 
will submit to it, if he can help it. But can we 
feel pardon, or. which is the same thing in a re- 
ligious point of view, feel our sins forgiven? If 
the existence of a sense, by which guilt may be 
fe!t, should be admitted or could be proved, and 
there were -no evidence from experience to 
rove to the contrary, could we not, logically, 
infer the ability of the sense to feel the pardon 
also? The pain of guilt is not easily separated 
from fear, or apprehension of punishment, and 
this kind of fear is not apt to subside, and leave 
us in a state of indifference, or insensibility.— 
Transitions and reactions are very common in 
these cases, if not universal. A criminal can 
feel when the sentence of death is passed upon 
him; and he can feel when he is reprieved. 
The argument against religion, as you know, 
is predicated upon the assumption, that it de- 
generates human nature; that it is ungenial to 
the constitution; unsuited to the faculties of the 
mind, and the advancement of the mind towards 
perfection. How ofien have you heard it avow- 
ed that it is in vain to expect that the world will 
ever become wise and good, or happy, until re- 
ligion be banished out of it. Here the Hermit 
paused and shewed symptoms of langour. You 
need rest, said Eugenio, and anxious though I 
am for you to proceed, | must insist upon a 
temporary suspension of an exercise, so ex- 
hausting to your strength. ‘True, said the old 
man, I cannot bear the labour of long contin- 
ued speaking. We will recreate ourselves by a 
visit to the bluff and view the mild glories of 
the sun,as it sinks below the ocean-like horizon 
of the west. As they advanced, the cool and 
balmy air revived the spirits of the aged man, 
and his respiration became less laboured, as his 
lungs played more freely, his looks took on a 
corresponding tone. Here, said he to the youth, 
we have an example of relation, or proportion. 
A quadrant of the horizon is now visible to us, 
and our view is lost in the distance, and vet we 
are elevated only a few hundred feet above the 
plains aroundus. An actual elevation of thous- 
ands of feet in a mountainous district, would 
not, perhaps, give so extensive’ a prospect as 
this. The river, you see, is gliding by at our 
feet, without seeming to chafe its banks, and its 
_ glassy surface is undisturbed,save here and there 
by the fish, who break through it in quest of the 
winged insects in their evening sports, undis- 
turbed by the winds, and unconscious of their 
danger. OmIcRon. 


Defer not repentance till another day; he that 
hath promised pardon upon thy repentance,hath 
- not promised life till thou repentest. 
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BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, MAY 18, 1832. 


THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY BY ALEXAN- 
DER, JENYNS, LESLIE, AND PALEY. 

This is the title of a work recently received 
at the Book Room of’ the M. P. Church, con- 
taining a collection of Treatises, in a neat and 
condensed form, upon the Evidences of the 
Christian Religion—they are, 

Watson’s Apology for Christianity; 

Watson’s Apology for the Bible; 

Jenyns’ view of the internal evidence of the 
Christian Religion; ; 

Leslie’s short and easy method with Deists; and 
Paley’s view of the Evidences of Christianity. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


It is believed that a large and respectable class 
of private Christians, and especially students of 
theology, will find it an advantage to receive, in 
a pocket volume, the most select fruits of learn- 
ed labor in defence of our holy religion. To 
those whose time does not allow of extensive 
investigation,as well as those who consult econ- 
omy, this little compilation will probably be wel- 
come; more particularly as there is no volume, 
of whatever size, in the English language, which 
offers so valuable a syllabus of these fundamen- 
tal discussions. 


At a time like the present, when adventurous 
speculation is at its height, there is no friend of 
Christianity who may not profit by a recurrence 
to sucha manual; in which he will find spread 
before his mind the great proofs of religion, for 
the enlargement of his knowledge, the resolu- 
tion of his doubts, and the abundant corrobora- 
tion of his faith. Any one ofthe works includ- 
ed is singly valuable. One or two of them, in 
a complete form, are exceedingly rare, and they 
constitute together a truly Christian panoply.— 
The Publishers indulge some confidence, there- 
fore, in committing this work tothe impartial 
and enlightened judgment of clergymen, theo- 
logical students, instructors of youth,and inquir- 
ing men of every class. It contains nothing 
characteristic of particular denominations; noth- 
ing which does not rest on the basis of our com- 
mon Christianity. 


This Collection is neatly printed, and embel- 
lished with a likeness of Bishop Watson; and 
no care or labor has been spared in endeavoring 
to issue a book in all respects worthy of public 
attention. 


one volume, 518 pages—$1,25 retail— 
$12,00 per doz. 


-pcOrders for the above work can be sup- 
plied. 


‘they knew notin what direction to steer. 


SKETCHES. 

For the Protestant. 
Journal of an Enigrant. 
(No. 1.) 
THE CAST-AWAY. 


The morning rose cheerless and cloudy, but 
the wind being favorable, we scudded over the 


Extracts from the 


| Waves atan amazing rate. None of the pas- 


sengers ventured on deck, and as our contigui- 
ty to the great Bank, rendered the atmosphere 
foggy, there was nothing to be seen aloft but 
lowering clouds and darkened skies, or beneath 
and around us, the troubled billows, over which 
our ship bounded with the speed of some giant 
sea-bird. All hands were on the rigging pre- 
paring to reef, and the Captain with his arms 
crossed, and his looks anxiously directed wind- 
ward, paraded the quarter deck, occasionally 
giving orders to his vigilant crew. 

I had taken up the “Epicurean” to delight 
myself awhile with the gorgeous imagery of that 
exquisite production, when I heard the Captain 
shouting, “lower the fore-royal.’’ Presently af- 
ter, honest Dick, as he was called by his ship 
mates, came down the main shrouds, of which 
I had a full view from the state cabin, and pro- 
ceeded to execute the Captain’s order. He had 
been gone but a few moments when tremendous 
shouts of ‘‘a man overboard,’’ “about ship,” 
with innumerable orders, and severe impreca- 
tions,rung confusedly in my edrs. I was on deck 
in an instant. Every thing was in the wildest dis- 
order imaginable. ‘The passengers, male and 
female, swarmed out of their births, jostling one 
against the other, the women shrieking and 
clapping their hands, and most of the men star- 
ing stupidly around them; the more considerate 
were flinging over hen-coops, barrels, oars, spars, 
and every thing they could find, that the unfor- 
tunate cast-away, who was seen in the very jaws 
of death, and about to find a watery grave, 
might lay hold of some of them, and thus pro- 
long his existence; while the sailors hurried 
about, getting the boat in readiness, uttering 
frightful oaths, and defeating their own object by 
their haste and impatience to save the life of 
their comrade. It wasa considerable time be- © 
fore the ship could be put about, and the confu- 
sion was increased, by the fastenings of the boat 
becoming so entangled that it could not be let 
into the water. In this emergency, while the 
sailors were looking eagerly around after their 
unfortunate comrade,the Captain seized a hatch- 
et and cut the ropes that connected the boat to 
the ship, and it plunged into the water. The 
men shouted to us to tell them where he was, - 
mounted the mizen rigging, and had the melan- 
choly satisfaction of seeing him on the top of 
an immeuse wave, in the most perilous situation 
[ could have imagined a human being to be 
placed in. The sight was No 
part of him was visible but his head. His lon 
hair floated in the wind, and his look of, wil 
desperation cast towards his floating home, I 
shall never forget. I waved my handkerchief 
tu the wretched cast-away,as a token that his 
deliverance was at hand, and the boat steered 
off in the direction I pointed to. He had been 
now in the water a full hour, and fortunately had 
caught hold of an oar, on which he hung be- 
tween time and eternity, till the arrival of the 
boat. 

It was a period of frightful and interesting 
suspense. Every eye was directed to the little 


skiff, which for several minutes together would 


‘be hidden from view by the intervening waters, 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 

The situation of the Trustees of the English’ 

Methodist Preachers’ Conference Chapels. 
(Concluded. } 


It was not to be expected, in the present state 
of the connexion, that a fund ‘‘to aid the build- 
ing of New Chapels’’ was likely to meet with 
much countenance. The only effect of the last 
of the above regulations must therefore be, to 
prevent the fund from ever rising ‘‘to consider- 
ably more than £4000.” And although this 
might not be the effect intended; although it 


has led them tacitly to sacrifice the liberties of 
the peaples and to enlist themselves in the train 
of their oppressors. | 


Multituds of our people, from a superficial 
knowledge of the constitution of Wesleyan 
Methodism, were of opinion, that it had reall 

‘¢slipped through the hands of the people.”— 
They did not perceive that the defect lay, not 
in the constitution, but in the dereliction of the 
trustees, whose duty it was to maintain it. In 
this case, the constitution is not lost, for, as we 


have seen, the people will not give it up—*the 
might be very agreeable to Conference to have ' ig p- 
ae ed speed ‘in different parts of the people will not thus submit. he operation of 


kingdom.” yet their main object is fully realiz- counteracting and eonservative principles must 
limit is put to the relief of the be trustees 
and such a limit as admirably meets the policy e t to 
of the case; viz. to preserve the trustees from undamenta abe ed under foot: 
drowning, without lifting them out of the water.| utcism, and the dis~ 
We need not enter on an estimate of the enor-| © “A Ee vag ar “h acted upon,on a grand i 
mous amount of the chapel debts, to show that | 5°" at a and they dk willing even to 
the sum thus set apart is utterly inadequate to} all gran the re- 
discharge even the arrears of interest annually ac- bie aoe, pastor and evangelist,” clothed in all 
cumulating, We appeal to facts which are be- ~ d wh attributes and newly defined powers. 
fore the connexion. ‘The fund has now been in| 484 Why is this? Because their interests are 
operation twelve years. Many chapels have deeply involved; and,because inadequate,thou 
been relieved. Butis ita relief from onerous a : “sy their wants, they stiil cling to the a 
debt, and from strenuous exertion; or is it only . ‘The’ fund, as administered by the Conference, . 
arelief from utter ruin and despair? In the as their only ultimate resource. The effect of | 
mean time, is the connexion at large relieved this was not seen at the first; and, probably, it { 
from this burthen? Are not our ears still assail-|'$ 90t yet generally perceived by the people.— 
ed with the cry of distress from all quarters?— But it has forced itself on the attention of ma- 
Are there not yet very many chapels, the income | "Y intelligent men, in different parts; and many 
from which cannot, by any possibility, be made a are daily learning to trace the supineness 
to equal the expenditure? And are not numbers f the trustees to the operations of the chapel 
of our trustees in jeopardy every hour of being und. No sooner shall this conviction become 
haled to prison, for the debts of the connexion! general, than the evil will remedy itself. The 
And if this be the case in 1830, was it a time — which feed the chapel fund are derived 
in 1823, to limit the fund from which relief was | °° ely from the pockets of the people. The 
to flowy Was there any danger, at that period, Conference is but an agent between them and 
that the great object tor which the chapel fund the trustees; and, when it is perceived that the 
was instituted, would be too speedily accom- chapel fund is one of the main instruments of 
plished, and that a wal oy would remain for the | °PPression, it will not long retain its popularity. 


a of new chapels? The eagerness to limit] Of a general fund we greatly approve, provid- 
the fund at such a period, sufficiently discovers | ed, it were regulated — administered by those 
the motive. Why limit the fund so long as the | only who have no other interest than in its right 
primary objects of its formation imperiously de-|application. But whena third party, having no 
mand its support,and to an extent so far beyond | direct interest, is allowed to sbbreds itself; and 
its capability to afford? We pity the under-|to direct the administration of the fund, in such 
standing of the man, who, after weighing these|a manner as to serve an interest directly oppos- 
facts, can ever hope that the Conference will de-| ed, not only to the liberties of the people, but 
vise efficient and permanent relief for the trus-|to the fundamentgl laws of the connexion, we 
tees of Methodist chapels. In abandoning the | deem such a fund dangerous; and one from which 
interests of the people, and placing themselves | every friend of constitutional Methodism should 
at the mercy of the Conterence, the trustees | withhold bis support. The trustees ought not to 
have chosen a false position in Methodism; and| mistake us here, nor to think us opposed to 
one which will disappoint their hopes and ex-| their welfare. We are happy, to the extent of 
pectations. our means, to contribute to their relief. But 

lhat position is equally false as it regards| when every shilling we subscribe, through the 
the people. Whoever has read the accounts of | chapel fund, goes to forge an additional fetter to 
the efforts made to relieve the trustees of Bruns-| bind the people, we prefer confining our contri- 
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when it would rise on the oP of some mighty | 
wave, and again disappear. I kept my station 
on the shrouds, and had the happiness of an- 
nouncingto my fellow passengers in half an 
hour after, that poor Dick was in the boat. The 
announcement was received with the most ex- 
travagant joy. 

When he arrived on board, he testified the 
utmost unconcern for the great deliverance God 
had wrought for him, in snatching him from the 
jaws of death. He had remained a long time 
in the water, and fainted several times before he 
— arrived at the ship: but his glaring ingratitude 
| so struck me, that I could not help exclaiming 

| with the psalmist, “Oh that men would praise 
the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonder- 
ful works to the children of men.”’ J.H. L. 


t 
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MISCELLANY. 


—-_ 


CHRISTIAN FORBEARANCE, 

The principle upon which we overlook the 
provocations we receive, is that alone which dis- 
tinguishes the conduct of a Christian, in this re- 
spect, from that of amiable and benevolent infi- 
dels: and the Apostle states this first induce- 
ment, asa motive which is applicable to the 
whole body of Christians, before he enters into 
more distinct details. It is not to be expected 
that Christians will not receive provocation from 
their brethren; for if they did not, there would 
be no means of their showing forth this princi- 
ple of Christian forgiveness; and the suffering 
patiently, and with a silent prayer for those who 
offend, the contumely, or slight, or may be in- 
sult, which is cast upon us by a Christian broth- 
er, is the partaking of the sufferings of Christ, 
the imitation and fellowship of kis patience of 
wrong, to which it is our honour to be called. 

The patient endurance of wrong upon this 
principle is true nobility of soul; it is the uner- 
ring mark of being high-born, of being boro of 
God; of being heirs of a kingdom, and of a 
throne of immortality; in comparison with which 
the frowns of this life are as lew-drops on the 
lion’s mane. Itis the very opposite of that 
meanness and baseness of spirit, which often 
puts up with insult from insensibility toa feel- 

* ing of shame, and which assumes to itself the 
flattering title of humility. True humility is 
that which bows alone to the will of God, and 
commits itself to him that judgeth righteously; 
does not seek to avenge itself, but appeals to the 
Searcher of hearts, and looks to the example 
of Him, who, when he was reviled, reviled not 


again. 
ELEGANT EXTRACT. 

“Let this idea dwell in our minds, that our 
duties to God and our duties to men, are not 
distinct and independent duties, but are involv- 
ed in each other; that devotion and virtue are 
not different things, but the same thing; either 
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in different stages or in different stations, in 
different points of progress or circumstances of 
What we call devotion, for the sake 
of distinction, ddring its initiatory and instru- 
mental exercises, is devotion in its infancy; the 
virtue which, after a time it produces, is devo- 
tion in its maturity; the contemplation of Deity 
is devotion at rest; the execution of his com- 
mands is devotion inaction. Praise is religion 
in the temple, or in the closet: industry, from a 
sense of duty, is religion in the shop or field; 
commercial integrity is religion in the mart; the 
communication of consolation is religion in the 
chamber of sickness; paternal instruction is re- 
ligion at the hearth; judicial uprightness is reli- 
gion on the bench; patriotism is religion in the 


situations. 


public councils.” 


wick chapel, in Liverpool, as furnished by the 
letter of Mr. John Scott, to the editor of the 
Methodist Magazine,and published in May last, 
must be convinced that the real strength and 
support of the trustees are not with the Confer- 
ence but with the people. Every other instance 
of permanent and effectual relief affurded to 
trustees, will go: to establish the same fact. Re- 
lief from the chapel fund has always been par. 
tial and inadequate, and it will ever be so. Even 
whilst writing the above, we have information 
that, notwithstanding appeals to the Conference 
and to the chapel fund, the trustees of a chapel 
in the neighbourhood of London, have just been 
served with writs;and this is far from being a 


solitary case. ‘The trustees throughout the king- 


the effects of a timid and servile policy, which 


butions to local cases, in which the relief is di- 
rect; and in which we have not the mortification 
of seeing our money pass through the fingers of 
the agents of Conference, and administered so 


as to strengthen and support their unrighteous 
power. 


~ The trustees throughout the kingdom ought to 
be able to read, ‘the signs of the times,” and to 
judge whether they are on the right side; or, 
whether, in thus abandoning the interest of the 
people, they have not assumed a false position. 
Already, for two successive years, has Metho- 
dism decreased in numbers, in about one half 
of the circuits inthe kingdom! Partial revivals 
in other places have enabled the Conference to 
announge a small general increase; but for one 


dom will have ample Opportunity of estimating 


half of the circuits to have decreased, is a tol- 
erably plain indication of the effect of the late 
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measures of Conference on the connexion at large. 
That these measures, and the general disgust at 
the exclusive system of the Conference, are the 
true cause of the decrease, cannot be doubted; 


for it occurs when all other churches, and espe- 


cially those parties who have seceded from us, 


are rapidly increasing. The Protestant Metho- 
dists, with their very limited means, are ena- 
bled this year to report an increase, almost dou- 
ble to that of our whole connexion in Great 
Britain. The Primitive Methodists, who separ- 
ated from us a few years ago, have increased to 
upwards of 36,000. And the new connexion 
also, formed by Mr. Kilham, rejoice in the pros- 
perity which smiles on their borders. This 
proves that it is not Methodism, but only Con- 


ference Methodism, which droops and declines, 


And what will be the effect which this increas- 
ing discontent and gradual decrease of members 
will produce on the affairs of the trustees? This 
is no longer a problematic inquiry to be answer- 
ed by speculation. It was too clearly intimated 
at the last Conference, by a falling off of eeoely 
£300, in the annual amount of the Chapel fund! 


Let the trustees consider these matters in 
their local meetings, and apart from the influ- 
ence and representations of the preachers. Let 
them, instead of joining with the preachers to 
keep down the expression of a discontent which 
requires a remedy,and crying out that all is 
peace, consider that the consequences are but 
commencing; and that they will be progressive 
and cettain. And, if they are capable of esti- 
mating their present situation, and acting like 
men, let them boldly put forth their sentiments, 
as in 1795 and 1797, in printed resolutions to 
be freely circulated the connexion. 
They can do this more safely, and with better 
effect, than any other body of men; because such 
are their interests, that they cannot be suspect- 
ed of any other motive or object than the pre- 
servation, and not the overthrow, of Methodism; 
when the trustees, preferring a great and gen- 
eral interest to a partial and selfish one, shall 
adopt this course, the Conference itself will be 
the first to wish to treat, and will readily agree 
to whatever can be fairly and honourably de- 
manded. 


But if the trustees should still cherish their 
fears, and shrink back from the call of the peo- 
ple, our faith is still in the constitution, which 
will assuredly right itself. The Conference can 
bear to look on, and witness the withering ef- 
fects of their absolute system, and still maintain, 
in sullen pride, their unrighteous decrees. We 
have therefure no hope from them. Such is their 
infatuation, that, if left to themselves, we doubt 
not, but like Charles X. and his ministers, they 
will persist until all is lost. But they cannot— 
they will not be left to themselves. ‘The de. 
rangement of the system which they have occa- 
sioned, must press on every part of the machine. 
The mischief is first felt by those against whom 
the pressure is directed; and Methodism must 
still suffer in its societies and circuits. But it 
has already reached, and must ultimately fall, 
with full effect, on the Conference funds. The 
truth is fast developing itself. It is perceived 
that the struggle to maintain these funds, as at 
phases administered, is a struggle against the 

iberties of the connexion; and, that he who sup- 
ports them, parts, not se with his money, but 
with his ceded rights and constitutional privi- 
leges, as a Methodist. It is equally the duty 
and the interest of both the Conference and the 
trustees to put an end to this state of things.— 
The trustees might terminate it at once, for the 
Conference have neither a civil or a military 
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force, like Charles X. to enforce contributions, 
and perpetuate the conflict. The longer, how- 
ever, this struggle shall last, the more deeply, 
in the end, will it be impressed on the hearts of 
the trustees and the preachers, that ‘HonESTY Is 
THE BEST POLICY.’ 


IMPORTANCE OF EXAMPLE IN THE EDUCATION 
OF CHILDREN. 


All your cares will be in vain, unless you as- 
sist them by your example. Children are ex- 
tremely imitative, attentive to every little word 
and motion, and turn of countenance, and way 
of acting open to their observation; and I am 
apt to think their future character depends more 
upon the sentiments and habits they imbibe in- 
advertently,than on what is usually comprehend- 
ed under the term education; nor would I pro- 
nounce it impossible that children might be led 
into all kinds of useful knowledge by a regular, 
judicious conduct in all those about them, with- 
out other than such instructions as they would 
apply for of their own accord. However ro- 
mantic this notion may seem, yet it cannot be 
denied that a great deal may be done in this 
way. Example has always been counted more 
powerful than precept, and by its bad influence 
may easily overthrow all the good that has been 
done by the other. You may in some measure 
lessen this influence from the examples of other 
persons, by showing their evil tendency,or turn- 
ing them into ridicule, but you cannot condemn 
nor ridicule your own actions; you will have 
neither inclination nor eyes to see your own 
faults; nor will it be prudent to lessen yourself 
in the child’s esteem. Juvenal says, the great- 
est reverence is due to children; by which must 
be understood, that we cannot be too much on 
our guard how we behave before them; never to 
| any marks of passion, intemperance, 
greediness, folly, or selfishness, in their pre. 
sence; if we have a foible we are resolved not to 
part with, let us at least reserve the indulgence 
of it for times when they are not by. 

But you will say it is unavoidable to do many 
things before children which we must not _per- 
mit them to do; and they should be taught to 
know the difference between themselves and 
grown persons. True; for you may say toa 
child, you must not get on horseback though I 
may, because I am stronger, and know how to 
manage him; but you cannot tell him you must 
not swear or get drunk, but | may; for there 
your prohibition must be general, or it will sig- 
nify nothing. ‘Therefore, if you invite him by 
your wy to what you forbid him in words, 
though you should be able to keep him in order 
at present by the fear of your authority, it will 
be a state of irksomeness and bondage to him; 
he will long for the time when he may take the 
same liberties you do; or more probably he will 
take them sooner, as often as he thinks it can be 
done without danger of discovery; therefore, 
prudence should withhold you even from some 
things allowable for yourself, when you cannot 
make him understand the danger and mischiel 
of them to him. 


The Christian life may be compared to a mag- 
nificent column; whose summit always points to 
heaven. ‘The innocent, and, therefore, real 
pleasures of this world, are the ornaments on 
the pedestal,—very beautiful, and highly to be 
enjoyed, when the eye is near; but which should 
not too long or too frequently detain us from 
that just distance where we can contemplate the 


whole column, and where the ornaments on its 
base appear. 


MARRIED, 


On Tuesday 8th inst. by the Rev. Wm. Kes- 
ley, at the residence of Mr. Elisha Dimmit, Mr. 
Josern Tyson to Miss Hannan Dimmtt,all of 
Baltimore County. ar? 


In Georgetown, D. C. on the 17th ult. by the 
Rev. James Hanson, E. A. Extason, Esq, to 
daughter of John Lyons, Esq. all of that 

own. 


| 
OBITUARY. 


The subject of the following memoir,, Mrs. 
Jemima was born in Anne Arundel 
County, Md. on the 24th day of July, 1747.— 
Her parents were members of tae Church of 
England, or the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
as organized on this side the Atlantic. They 
brought up their children religiously: notwith- 
standing this, it was not ’till afler her marriage, 
that the subject of these remarks was brought to 
see and feel the necessity of experiencing a new 
birth unto righteousness. This proved the com 


‘mencement of a pee and sorely afflictive 


season, from the fact, that there were but few 
indeed to whom she could now have access, 
who knew much of experimental godliness.— 
She availed herself of every opportunity of hear- 
ing the then persecuted Methodists preach, from 
which she derived encouragement to hope for 
deliverance from spiritual thraldom. This she 
continued to seek with a broken heart, a con- 
trite spirit, and floods of penitential tears, till 
God, for Christ’s sake, ‘bid her, at the point to 
die, behold his face and live,”’ the knowledge of 
this fact she never lost sight of; to retain which 
she found it necessary to relinquish, to a certain 
extent, former associates, friends and relatives. 
This required firmness; firmly and persevering- 
lyit was met. In the year of she joined 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which she 
continued an acceptable member until the spring 
of 1829, when, from the opportunity she had of 
obtaining a knowledge of the principles of the 
Church of which she had been so long a mem- 
ber, and also of those of the Methodist Protes- 
tant Church, she, from a sense of duty, deter- 
mined to secede from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Broad Neck; deliberately choosing to 
suffer the unavoidable reproach that this act 
would subject her to, than to oppose the con- 
viction of her mind in regard to the correctness 
of the measure. 

For some years past her health had been grad- 
ually declining. For a few weeks she was con- 
fined to her room, and for some days to her bed, 
before her change came. Her rationality she 
retained to the last; and the nearer she ap- 
proached the confines of eternity, the more 
lamb-like she became. The true light of Heav- 
en beamed upon her mind, and love to God and 
man so filled her heart, that she was uniformly 
enabled to use the strongest language, as e€X- 
pressive of her entire triumph. Towards the 
close of life, she prayed almost incessantly to 
depart, and be with Christ, which she knew to 
be far better. The memorable period of March 
20th, 1832 arrived, when, between the hours of 
one and two o’clock, P. M. without a strag- 
gle or groan, she entered into her master’s joy: 
aged eighty-five years, seven months and twen- 
ty-five days. But two of seven children sur- 
vive her; who, with a numerous train of grand 
children and great grand children,sorrow not as 
those without hope. O! that all of them, with 
her, may be bound in the bundle of life—eter- 
nal life, Amen. Ricuarp H. MERRIKEN. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
CHRIST AT THE POOL OF BETHESDA. 


Methinks I see the Saviour, in that love 
Which always urg’d him to commisserate 
Afflicted man, approach Bethesda’s Pool, 
When at the celebration of a feast, 

Which Jewish ceremonies had enjoin’d. | 
The Pool had porches, five—surrounding thus 
The ‘house of mercy,’ as ’tis sometimes call’d; 
Where multitudes of wretched impotents— 
Of blind, halt, wither’d—an asylum sought, 

In anxious expectation of a cure: 


For, ’twas appointed, oft to send from heav'n 
An angel-visitant, who kindly mov’d 

The waters of the pool, mysteriously 

Imparting to the fountain healing pow’r; 

When, whosoe’er first enter’d, whole was made 
Of his diseases, whatsoe’er they were. 


One, who had eight and thirty years been here, 


In impotency’s feeble state, did lay, 

In melancholy mood, and griev’d to see, 
While slowly moving, down. to touch the wave, 
Another intercepting his descent, 

And instantly receiving health and strength. 
On him the Saviour looks—looks at the heart, 
As well as at the body, thus infirm; 

And, fill’d with heav’nly sympathy and love, 


He asks—‘ wilt thou—O, wilt thou be made whole” 


Ah, little thought the feeble sufferer, 

That by this stranger he should be reliev’d; 

And, thinking Christ intended to direct 

His course again towards the troubled fount, 

A cure to seek, when chang’d with healing pow’r; 
Desponding, thus to Jesus makes his moan: 
‘Mock not my suff rings thus—with fury, long 


My malady’s corroding fire has burnt, 


And dried my spirits up.—Sir, none to me 

The needful help affords, when mercy’s near, 
And heav’n presents th’ effectual means. Alas! 
My impotence gives others entrance first, 
And Tam left from year to year uncur’d!— 
Death, my deliverer alone can be: 

Its slumbers, soon shall ease my body’s pain; 
But then, this pain, suspension only seeks, 
Till greater torments fasten on my soul, 
And Justice makes my misery complete! — 
Who will a tear of pity shed for me; 

Or, friencship’s hand present, as if to ease, 
Or lull awhile to rest, this throbbing heart? 
Can’st thou deliverance give, to one so weak, 
So helpless? Wilt thou deign to look on one 
So despicablé—as thou see’st | am, 

And put me first into this troubled pool?’ 


The Saviour looks—and pity moves his soul, 

And mercy’s fountain in his bosom, swells 

With troubled wave,—to heal a helpless worm! — 
He looks again and says, ‘thy strength receive— 
Arise, arise—take up thy bed and walk!’ 


The mind 


O! what a happy change ensues! 
Resuscitated, energy receives: 
The nerves relax’d—the sinews, long unstrung— 
Anew their vig’rous offices perform: 

The limbs now ré-assume their wonted strength: 
To perfect health, the body is restored: 

All now is renovated—all is well; ‘ 

When, rising up, he takes his bed and walks! 


Him, Jesus in the temple, where oft met 
The worshipping assemblies of the Lord, 
Again espies; and, knowing well the cause, 
His impotence induc’d, (sin was the cause, ) 

A solemn and a timely warning gives, 

And seeks to guide his mind, both to perceive 
Who had perform’d the pleasing miracle, 

And understand, and do, Jehovah's will:— 


‘Behold, thou art from thy diseases free’d: 

No’more the law of heav’n transgress—that law, 
Which in this place thou oft expounded hear’st, : 
Lest thou a two-fold punishment receive. J. P.-C. 
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